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This is Fn reference f o  tfro ch;mgo in eLcc"cori 
registration and qualfZication eaacted by the City of 

Stockbridge, Geor4Sfa, Kay 13, 1974, which you strbmft-

t e d  t o  the Attorney Gcs~eralpu~ziunnt:to Secticm 5 oE 

the Vot ing  W h t s  Act; oE 1965, Your submissiorl was 

completed &lurch10, 1975. 


We have given careful. consideration t o  the 

subaitted change aud s ~ p o r t ~ g  Our
iafomaliba. 

analysis indicafxs. that the change SP rogiatratfon 

.procedureswould require olectoro &I Stockbridge so 
register anev la tho c i t y  to qualify to voZe in c i ~ y  
elections. A c c o r c f b ~to bPorsation you have furnish-
aci us, a l l  or at lease the vast a?a-Jority& eliai5le 
voccrs irr  the city zre already q u e l f f b d  t=o vote in 
wr~icfpalelections under, the present syaeem of 
county registration. It is also our uz;drosstaadiq
rhar as the a y s t a  is pzeseacly coastftuted, pro-
spective voters may take advaa-s of dspuf=p tegistxat-a 
vlho go into local cOrnGImicies t o  regiater w p l s  f o 
vote and t h e  wny people, prticuLarly blicks,  have 
talcen sdvrntage of this  oppoztUDity, which has been 
msde especially attractable to them t koug?~a dopuw 
registrar of their ccwu group. You bave iirdfcatcd t o  
our at tsmeys that no such opportunft;y would be avail- ' 
able In regis tratian for aunicipal. .elecfhzs-3er thb 
prapoi;ed imxs s y s t a .  
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Under these circuizstances we are unable t o  
c m l u & ,  aa ~ l l b tunder tha Vot* R&hts A c t  of 
1%5, tbt the ixiplewx~mtionof such a Beparate 
registratha raquizement for the C i t y  of Stockbridge 
will xiat hvs the ef fec t  of Jenyhg or abridging t&twt t o  vote an account: of race or c o l a .  I ~ ~ u a t ,  
tberefote, oa behalf of t . 5 ~AtZorney General, interpose 
an objoct ic~t o  t!xc inpl-taticnr oZ tbe requiranmr 
of a separate registxation for Stoclibridge mrm2cipl 
elections. 

Wc appreciate the fact that a city such as 
Stocq&rfdge nay hsve a legitiaat,e hterest in mintain-
5% i t s  own r e a t a t i o n  eystan. Should the city, 
therefore, w i o h  t o  mdify Zts propoaed eyatem t o  
el3dnar;e the potential for abridgccwrc of vat-
ri@ts, such 8s =- it applicable to in futuro 
regis txat ian and SacZudbg aa acca~slodatimt o  the 
b'mck ccamaxity at l e a s t  c ~ p a r a b l ct o  t'nnt ixt the 
existins syatexi, the Attarney Genersl vf12 rexasFder 
the matar upmi be- so advised. 

GC couxoc, Sectim 5 permits ycrtr t o  seek a 
declaratory jud-t f m ~the Zlnitsd Stases District 
Cot=Jt gor Ehe Discrict oE Col t rmt f a  that this plan 
neithcr b s  the puqase nor all hhve the effect of 
deny- or abricigfng tfta r i @ C  go vote aa 8.c-t of 
race or color, m v e r ,  wtfl such a j-t 16 
rendered by that  Caurt, r'ne legaL effect of tha objec-
tion by the Attorney General ls t o  render dmceable 
the require~acstof aeparate registratioa for pnrPieipai 
e k c t i o z s  fn Stockbridge. . . 

Sincerely, 

3, Stanley Pott iP$e  
A s s i s t a n t  A t t m a q  c r d  

C i v i l  Sight5 Divioioo 


